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greater than the three rational beings, towards his glorious
perfections, as well as the law and the assembly, I have,
to the best of niy abilities, endeavoured to translate from
the Pali into Burmese the sacred book called Malla-
linkara-wouttoo, or history of the most excellent flower.

considered, as it is in itself, without
any regard to its intrinsic merits or
demerits. The notes are not designed
to be an apology or a confutation of
Buddhism, but an exposition of its
doctrines, such as they are found in
the best writings and believed by its
votaries. When certain tenets or
practices were to be accounted for,
recourse has always been had to the
general principles of Buddhism and to
the notions certainly prevailing at
various periods in Buddhist countries.
It is needless to add that the notes,
having been hurriedly written in the
midst of almost uninterrupted and
time-absorbing occupations, are desti-
tute of pretension either to deep re-
search or scientific merit. In former
years, the writer bestowed a certain
amount of time and efforts on the

study of Buddhism in Burmah, where
it has been for centuries the only re-
ligious creed. A portion of the know-
ledge thus acquired has been embodied
in the foregoing notes, with the in-
tention of compressing within a nar-
row compass the elementary prin-
ciples and general notions of Buddh-
ism, affording thereby to the readers,
who cannot have access to the volumi-
nous writings of the French and Ger-
man Orientalist savaas, on the great
religious system of Eastern Asia, com-
paratively easy means to obtain some
information on a religion, which,
false as it is, deserves to be known
and understood, since in point of an-
tiquity it is second to none except to
Brahminism, and as regards diffusion
extends its sway over probably one-
fifth of the human race.